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An ancient Urn.—Curious .Aa'drej} in an Aulion-Room. s

Lichfeld, 27th Fan. 1771.

Mr. UrBan, .
N taking down, to rebujld, the church
" of Fairwell, in this neighbourhoud,
(which, undoubtedly was formerly the
chapel of the nunnery fou:d d there by

Roger de Clinton, Bifhop of Lichficld, .

anno 1142 ) there was ¢ifcover-d, in the
South Wail, about fix feet from the
ground, three ranges of coarfe carthien
vefluis, of different fizes, and un :lazed;
the largeft, I conceive, would contain a-
bout two quarts, the fmalier fort, about
one quart. They lay on their lides, in
a fimilar diic&ion, their mouths bein g
placed towards the inner file of the
church, which were ftopped or covered
over with a thin coat of plaifter.  They
weie, for the moft part, broken by the
workmen, in taking down the wall, ex-
cept th. ee, one of which is in my mufe-
um, apother, I had lately the honour to
prefint to my woithy friend Afhton Le-
ver, Eig; of Alkrington, near Manchef-
ter, whel: coilellion of naturaland artifi-
cial rarities is the greateft, except the
Britith Mufzum in the kingdom. Of
that in my poffeffion, I have m:de an
exa drawing for your Mugazine, not

doubtinF but fome ingzenious corre(pon-
I

dent will favour the public with his fen-
timents upon the ufc of thefe veflels,

I have alfo in my poffeffion, § drawing
of this old conventual church, which I
made a few months before itsdemolition,
and which the Soctety of Antiquiries
thought fufficiently cuiious to be admit-
ted into their coll.&ion, and theiefore
caufed a plate to be taken fromit by the
Jate induftrious engraver Mr. Francis
Pexry.  Some of your antiquarian read-
ers, who have not an eafy accefs to the
archives of that learned body, may per-
bips be defirous of a fight of it; for

whofe gratiiication I muy pofii 'y fend
it you on {o.ne fuiure occ ion.
Your's, &c. R. GREEN.

Subflancé of a Prelimimary Addre/s pre-
Sixed to an old Pennfylvania At vine
ack, zatitled Posr Richard Improved,

Courteous READER, .

HAVE heard thaf nothing gives

an author fo gre:t p ealure, as to
find his works relpe&fully quoted by
others. Judge then how much I muit
have been gratificd by an incident Tam
going to relate to you. [ ftopped my
hoife lately where a great number of
people were collcéted at an auétion of

Merchants goods, The hour of the

fale not being come, they were conve: f-

inz on the badne(s of the times, and

onc of the company cilled 1o a plamn
clean old man, with whitc locks, ¢¢ Pray,

Father Abraham, what think you of the

times? Will not thefe heavy taxes quite

ruin the country? How fhall we be ever
able to® pay them ? Waat would you
adsiie us to 2" —Father Abraha-n ftood
up, and 1epiied, ¢* If you would have
my advice, [ will give it you in fhort,
for a word to the wife is enough.”

They joined in defiring him to fpeak his

mind, and gathering round him, he

proceeded as follows :

FrIENDs, fays he, the taxes are,
indeed, very heavy, "and, if thofe laid
on by the Governmeat were the only
ones we had to pay, we might moie «a-
fily:difcharge them ; but we have mary
others, and much more Brievous to ieme
of us. We are taxed twice as much
by our idlenefs, three times as much by
our pride, ard four tunes as much by
our folly: And from thefg taxcs the
Commiflioners cannot eale or deliver us
by allowing an abatem:nt. /1o weber,
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let us hearken to good advice, and fome-
thing may be done for us; ¢ God helps
them that help themfelves,” as poor
Richard fays.
It would be thought a hard Govern-
ment that fhould tax ‘its people one
tenth part of their time, to be employed,
_ in s fervice. But idlenefs taxes many
of us much more; floth, by bringing
on difcafes, abfolutely fhortens life.
¢¢ Sloth, like ruft. confumes fafter than
labour wears, whilé the ufed key.is al-
ways bright. But doft thou love life,
then do not fquander time, for that is
the ftuff life is made of. = How much
more than is neceflary do we fpend in
fleep ! forgetting that the (fleeping
iox catches no poultry, and that there
will be fieeping cuough in the grave.
If time be of all things the moft pre-
cious, wafting time muft be, as
Richard fays, the greateft prodigality;™
fince, as he clfewhere tells, * Loft time
is never found again ; and what we call
time enough, @abways proves little e-
nough : Let us then up and be doing,
and doing to the purpofe; fo by dili-
~gence fhall we do more with lefs per-
plexity. - Sloth makes all things dif-
ficult, but induftry all eafy, and, He
that rifeth late, muft trot all day, and
fhall fcarce overtake his bufinefs at
night: While lazinefs travels fo flowly,
that poverty foon overtakes him. Driye
thy bufinefs, let not that drive thee;
and early to bed, and early to rife,
makes a man healty, wealthy,” and
wife.”

§o what fignifies withing and hoping
for better times 7  We may make thefe
times better if we beftir ourfelves. ¢ In-
duftry need not wifh ; and he that lives
upon hepe will die fafting, There are
no gains without pains; then help
hands, for I have no lands,” orif I
have, they are (martly taxed. ¢¢ He
that hath a trade hath an eftate; and
he that hath a calling hath an - office of
profit and honour ;' but then the trade
muft be worked at, and the calling well
followed, or neither the eftate, nor the
office, will enable us to pay our taxes. .
~If we are induitrious we fhall never
farve ; for, at the working man’s hoiife *
hunger looks in, but dares rot enter.™:
Nor will the Bailiff or. the¢ Conftable
enter, far ¢¢ Induftrypays debts, while *

defpair increaleth them.”™ What though' * *bufinefs done,

you have found no treafure; nor has

any rich ‘relatigni_ left ‘you® a -legacy,s
¢¢ Diligence i::i?f thl2p ofgdﬁl'?:hi': .
and God gives all, ghings, tp Snduftry,
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Cursous Addrefs in an Aullion-Room.

Then'plow deep, while fluggards fleep)
and you fhall have com to fell and to
keep.” Wark while it is called 10-day;
for you know not how much you inay
be hindered to-mornrow. ¢¢ One to-day
is worth two to-morrows;" and farther,
‘¢ never leave that till to-morrow which
you can do to-day.” If z‘ou were i
fervant, would you not be athamed thac
a good mafter fhould catch yeu idie?
Are you then your owr. mafter, <¢ Be
athamed te catch yourfelf idle,” when
there is fo much to be done for yourfelf,
our family, your country, and your
ing. Handle your tools without mit-
tens ; remember, ¢ That the cat m
gloves catches no mice.” It 1s true,
there is much to be done, and, per-
haps, you are weak-handed, but fick
to it Xcadily, and you ‘will fee great
effe@s, for ¢ Conftant dropping wears
away flones, and by diligence and

tience the moufe ate in two the cabl::a; :

and little ftrokes fell great oaks.™
Methinks I hear fome of you fay,

¢ Muft a man afford himfelf no lei-
fute " —1I will tell thee, my- friend,
what poor Richard fuys, ¢ Employ thy
time well if thou meaneft to gain leifare;
and, fince thou art not fure of a minute,
throw not away an hour.” Leifure is
time for doing fomething ufeful ; this
leifure the diligent man will obtain,
but the lazy man never; for ¢ A life
of leifure and a life of lazinefs are two
things. Many without labour would
live by their wits only, but they bieak
for want of ftock.” Whereas induftry
gives comfort, and plenty, and refpe&t.
““ Fly pleafures and they will follow
you. The diligent Spinner has a large
fhift ; and now I have and a
cow, every body bide me -good.mor-
row.” ik T O
But with our ipqﬁﬂr’yjyvc muft like-
wife be fteady, Eitlui;and,careful,‘ and
overfee our own affairs with ourown
eyes, and not truft too much to'others ;
for - : '
¢ I never fa\a.:'a!,r oft removed tree,
"¢ Nor yet an,oft removed family,

¢ That throve:fo will as thole that’

. - =,

¢ fettled be.'

" And again; ¢ Three. removes is is'

b¥d as a fire ;” andggain, « Keep thy
fiiop,, and thy i} ill keep' thée ;™
and again, “'If ydu would have your
go 3 .if not, fend."” And
‘again, y .
¢ He that by the plouih would thrive,
.- ¢ Himfelf muft either | o}d or drive,”
And again, ¢ The z%:o a mafter wll

de’
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' rethember, ¢ Man

Curious Addrefs in.an Auétion-Room,

do more work than both his hands ;™
‘and again, “ Want of care does us
more damage than want of knowledge :*
and again, * Not to overfte Workmen
is to leare them your purfe open.”
T rufting too much to others care is the
roin of many; for, % In the affairs of
this world, men are faved, not by faith,
but by the want of it3™ but a man's
own cue is piofitable; for, ¢ If you
would have a farthful fervant, and one
that you like, ferve yourfelf. A little
pegle® may breed great mifchief; fur
want of a nail the thoe was loft ; for
want of a fhoe the horfe was loft ; and
for want of a2 horfe the rider was loft ;

being oveitaken and flain by the eaemy; .

all for want of care about a horfe fhoe
nail,

" So much fer induftry, my friends,
and attention to one’s own bufinefs ;
dut to thefe we muft add frugality, if

_ we would make our induftry more cer-

tainly fuccefsful. A man may, if he
koows mot how to lave as he gets,
“ Keep bis nofe all his life to the grind-
fone, and die not worth a groat at laft.

A 1a kitchen makes a lean will, and,
‘ Many eftates are fpent 1n the-getting,
¢ Since women for tea forfook Ipinning

* and knitting,
¢ And men for punch forfopk hewing
. ¢ and fplitting,” -

“1f you would be wealthy, think of
f¥ing, as weil as of gerting : The In-
dies bave not made Spain rich, becaufe,

_ Mer out-goes are greater than her in-

comes,’ - ) .
Away, then, with your expenfive
follies, and you -will not then have (o
mruch caufe to complain of hard times,
?ﬂvy taxed,” and. chargeable families ;
oy N p LR
¢ Women dnd, wige, game and deceit,
¢ Maké the weajth iymall, and the
_ Swant greap”, . y
And farther, ¢ What faintains one
vice, would bring up two children.”
You may think, perhaps;, ghat a. little
tea, or a little punch how and then,
diet 2 little more coftly, cleaths a little
fntr, and-a little entertainment now
and th' n," can be no great matter ; but
a little makes a

- mickle; beware of little expences; a

e, they will prove

fmall lesk will fink a great fhip ;" and

again, ‘“ Who dainties‘love fhall beg-

gus prove;” and .moreover, ¢ Fools

feafts, and wife meh e¢at them.”

Here you are all got together at this

fale of fineries and pick-nacks. You

call them goeds, bulg

evils to {ame of

i

L

f you do not take -
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you. You expet they will be fold
cheap, and, lrerh:s.ps, they may for lefs
than they coft; but if you have no oc-
calion for them, they. muft be dear to
you. Remember what poor Ri:(?ard
fays, ‘¢ Buy what thon haft no nee of,
and ere long thou fhalt fell thy neceffa-
ries,””  And again, “ Al a great pen-
nyworth paufe awhile.” He means,
that perhaps the cheapnefs is appareat
only, and not real ; or the bargain, b
ftraitening thee in thy bufinefs, may
thee more harm than good. For in an-
other place he fays, ¢ Many have been
1uined by buying good pennyworths.**
Again, ““ Itis toolith to lay out money
in a purchafe of repentance;™ and yet
this folly is pradlifed every day at auc-
tions, for want of minding the Alma-
nack. Many a one, for the fake of
finery on the back, have gone with a
hung'y belly, and half farved their fa-
milies ; *¢ Silks and fattins, fcarlet and
velvets, put out the kitchip fire.” Thefe
are not the neceflaries of life ; they cam
fcarcely be called the conveniencies, and
yet, only becaufe they lcok pretry, how
many want to have them? Ry thefe,
and other extravagancies, the gentcel
are reduced to poverty, and forced to
borrow of thofe whom they formerl
defpifed, but who, through induftry
and frugality, have. maintained their
ftanding ; in which cafe it appears plaine
ly, that ¢“ A Ploughman on his legs is
bigher than a Gentleman on his knees.™
Perhaps they have had a fmall eftate left
them, which they knew not the gettin
of ; they think * It is day, and wiFl
never be night ;™ that a little to be fpeat
out of fo much is not worth minding ;
but always taking out of the meal.tub,
and never putting in, foon comes to the
bottom ; and then, ¢ When the well is
drg, they know the worth of the water.™
But this they might have known before,
if they had taken his advice : *¢ If you
would know the value of money, go
and try to borrow fome ; for he that
goes a borrowing goes a forrowing ;™
-and, indeed, fo does he that lends to
. fuch people, when he goes to get itin a-
gain.—Poor Dick farther advifes, and

(3} {ayB’ i

.. ¢ Fend pridé¢ of drefs isfureaverycurfe;
. ¢ Ere Yancy you cotfult, confult your .

aws 8. € purfe,®
And again, ¢ Pride is as loud 2 beggar
as Want, and 4 great dead paore faucy.™
- When yowhave betight oue fine thing,
you muit byy? tgn, mpr.c‘?'that your ape
pearance Toay be all of a -piegey but
poor Dick fays, ¢ Itia cafierilo fuppre{s

? T ihe,

f o
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the firft defire, than to futisfy all that
follow it.” And it is as truly folly for
the poor to ap: the rich, as the frog to
fwell, in order to equrl the ox.

¢ Veflels luge may venture more,

¢ But little boats fhould keep near

¢ fhore.’

It is, however, a folly foon punifhed ;
for *¢ Pride that dines on vanity, [ups
on contempt ; Pride breakfifted with
plentyy dined with poverty, and fupped
with infamy.””  And, after all, of what
ufe is this pride of app:2rance for which
fo much isritqued, fo much is fuffered ?
It cannot promote health, nor eale pain ;
it makes no increafe of meritin the per-
fon, it creates cnvy, it haftens mistor-
tune. ) B
But what madne(s muft it be to run
in debt for thefe fuperfluities! We aie
offered, by the terms of this fale, fix
mionthis credit; and that, peihaps, has
induced fome of us to zttend it, becaude
we cannot fpare the ready money, and
hope now to be fine without it.
ah! think whas you do when you run
in-dcbr; you g ve to anothur puwer over
your liberty. If you cannot pay at the
time, you will be afhamdd to fce your
creditor ;3 you will be in fear when you
fpeak to him 5 you will make poor piti-
ful fneaking excules, and, by degrees,
come to lole your veracity, and fink
into bafe downright Iying, for, ¢ The
f:cond vice is lying, the firlt is tunning
indebt.” And again, to the fame pur-

pole, ¢ Lying rides upon Debt’s back.™
V/hereas 3 free-born Knglithman ought
not to be afhamed nor afrid to fee or
fpeak to any mun livirg.  But poverty
often depiives a man of all fpirit and
virtue, *¢ It is hdard for an empty bag
to ftard upright.”” What would you
think of that Prince, orof that Govera-
ment, who fhould iffue an ¢i&t forbid-
ding you to drefs like¢ a Gentleman or
a Gentlewoman, on pain of'imprifun-
ment or fervitude? Weuld yeu not fay
that you were fice, have a right to drefs
as you pleafe, and that fuch an edi&

would be a breach of your privileges, .

and fuch a Govcrnment tyrannicy) ?
And yet you aie abeut to put yourfelf
. under that tyranny, when you run in
dett faor fuch drefs! Your creditor has
- authority, at his pleafure, to deprive you
of ycur liberty, by confining you in
goal for life, or by felling you for a

fervant, if you fhould not be able to pay’

him. When you have got your bar-
grin, you may, perhaps, think little
of payment ; but ¢¢ Creditors have bet-

But .

Curious Addrefs in an Auction-Riom.

ter memories than Debtors ; Creditors
are a fuperflitious (edt, great obfervers
of fet daysand times.”,  The day comnes
round before you are aware, and the de-
mand i3, made before you are prepared
to fatisff it ; or if you bear your debt
in mind, the texm, which at firft feem-
ed (o long, will, as it leffens, appear
extremely fhoit: Time will feemn to
have added wings to his heels as well as
his fhoulders. ¢¢ Thofe have a fhort
Lent, who owe money to be paid at
Eafter.”™ At prefent, perhaps, you may
tuink yourfe.ves in thriving circum-
ftances, and that you can brar a liutle
extra;agance without injury ; bur,
¢ For age and want iave while you
¢ may; : .
¢ No morning fun lafts a whole day.
Gain may be temporary and uncertain,
but ever, while you five, expence i
conftant and ccitain ; and *¢ It is eafier
to buiid two chimneys than to keep one
in fuel.™ So ¢ rather go to bed fupper-
lefs than rife in debt :
¢ Get what you can, and what you
¢ get hold, .
¢ It is the ttone tnat wiil turn all your
¢ lead into gold.’
And when you have got the Plilofo-
pher's ftone, fure you will no longer
complain o} bad times, or the difficulty
of paying taxes. .
This doétrine, my friends, is reafon
and wildom: But, afm: all, do not de-
pend toa much upon your own indudtry,
and frugality, and prudence, though
excellent things, for they may all be
blafted, without the bl:fling of Heaven;
and therefore afk that blelling humbly,
and be not uncharitable to thofe that at
prefent feem to want it, but comfort
and help them. Remember, Job [uf-
fered, and was afterwards profpe: ous.
And now to conclude, *¢ Experience
keeps a dear fchool, but fools will léarn
in no other, and fcarce in that; for, it
is true, we may give advice, but we
cannot give condud :" However, re-
member this, ‘* They that will not be
counfelled, cannot be helped;™ and
farther, ¢ That if you will not hearrea-
fon, fhe wiil furey tap your kunckles.”
Thus the old Gentleman e¢nded bis.
harangue. The people hcard :t 2nd.
approved the do&rine, and iminediate-
ly prafifed the contrary, juft asif it
had bern 2 common féermon; for th
Auttion openid, and they began 1o buy
extravagantly.—I| found the good man

_had thoroughly ftudicd my Almanacks,

and digefled all I had dropped on thole ..
topics



Mr. Voltaire’s Anfwer to Mr. Maribaud .

topics during the courfe of twerty five
years. The frequent mention he made
of me nuit have tired any one elfe, but
my vanity was wondertully dciighted
with it, though I was confcious that
not a tenth part of the wildom gvas my
own which he afcribed to me, but ra-
ther the gleauings that I had made of
the fenfe of all ages and nations: How-
ever, I refolved 1o be the betier for the
echo of it, and, though I had firit de-
termined to buy ftuff for a new coat, I
went away refolved to weéar my old one
alittie longzr. Reader, if thou wilt do
the fame, thy profit wiil be as great us
mine. I am, =< ever, thine to ferve
thee, RICHARD SAUNDERS.
M Maiibaud, a French writer, having

* lately publifhed a tieatife, entitled
Tke Syfiern of Nature, in which he un-
dertakes to explode the notion of a fi:ture
fate ; and an anfwer to his opinions hav-
ing appeared, written by M. de Voltaire,

.

Mr. UrRBAN,

fome of the fentiments contained in it

tannot fail of being agreeable to your
rcaders, 1 am Yours, &c.

“ IfI reafon as a natural philofopher,
fays the Author, every thing appears to
me incopiprehenfible without a God.
The word nature s to ine a mere werd ;
bt an intelligent agent fully accounts
for the little I am capable of knowing.
Upon the fuppofition that there isa God,
I conceive fomething ; without him 1
conc: ive nothing ; without a God [ ccn
have no idca of order ; without a God
it appears to me ablolutely impofiibie
that things fhould be ordered and dif-
pofed as they are.

¢ You attribute to matter alone the
power of gravitation, th: power of com-
municating motion, &c. but this is ounly
fuppofation infte «d of dumontiation. You
fecm to me to be gmlty of what you fo
juftly blame in divines, viz. fetting out
with begging the qucition. :
““ You combat the opinicn of that
_great metaphyfician, Dr. Samuel Clarke,
and think that mater, which is et¢inal,
ftands in no need of u mover. Now to
me it appears ablolutely incomprehen-
fible, that matter, of itielf, fhouid per-
form motions eternally regular, and
produce generations oi animals con-
fantiy refembiing each other.

¢¢ | allow you have the better of the
doftor, when he fays that fpace is the
Jenforium ot the deity, that God pene-
trates matter, &c. T he do&or wanted to
be tco knowing. You may bein the
right, likewile, in regurd to foine of the
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divine attritutes, which the doftor ra-
ther fuppofes than proves; but” when
thefe bianches are lopped off, the tree
flill remains : There ftill remains a fiuft
mover, powe: ful, imelligent, and who
cannot poffinly be malevolent.

¢ You reje&t the chimerical innate
ideas of Des Cartes ; I reje& them too:

~ You dor’t even fpare the great Newton :

I allow with you, that Newton wis not
fo good a metaphyfician ashe wasagen-
menician ; but if his definition of God
is oblcure, L is not contradi€tory. Thecre
appears to me, however, “a manifcft
contradition in fuppofing a mafs of
matter regulaily inoved without a mo-
ver; beflowing int:lligerce upon itfelf
jn man, and witholding it in a ftone ;
eftabiifhing rclaiions and conneflicns
thiough the whole of its works without
any end or defign; lalouring bimd.y
with the moft fublime induftry. Ina
word, you combat what is oblcure in
the writings of Newton and Clicke, but
you dare not attack what is clear.

« As to the common difficultics---
why fuch pa quantity of evil, why fo
many monfters, ‘&c? Were there a
thoufaind times as many, [ can never
give up this point, the heavens declure
the glory ¢f God. All the efforts of your
genius will never prove that there is no
God: Ard all that you have proved
is, that divines have fomctimes reaoned
wictchedly.  You have pointed out
great dificulties, but the {yftem of a”
blind natare is big with abfurdities.

“ You are obliged to allow that there
are grest marks of oider through the
whole of nature; and you tell us, thac
this vaft combination was necellary. [
believe, with vou, that it was. Con-
tingency appears to me a contradli-m, as
e}l as chance. It was neceflary thic
the univerfe fhould exiit, fince it dues
exift. Ulfelels and abluid, in tne cale,
zre the fams. What are we to conclude
from all this > Nothing, in niy opiuion,
but thut it was as neceffaiy that the Su-
preme Being fhould produce fuch won-
derful things, as it was neceffury that
he thou!d exift. He couid nct have pro-
duced tiem without intelligence and
pewer ; row this s what you call na-
tuie, and what T call Gsd.  Why will
1ot vou aliow me to adore this great,
inteliizent, and powerful Bemng, who
has given me hife and reafon ? permit me
to add,---beware of ingratitude, you,
oa whom he has beftowed fo much ge-
niue; for, furely, you did not beftow
it on yourfelf,

+ ¢« But under this Supreme Being, we,

B2 are,



