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how it is with his neighbours. There is a
much fhorter cut from virtue to vice, than
from vice to virtue. He is the haﬁgy man,
not whom other men think, but who thinks
himfelf to be fo. Of finful pleafures re-
pentance only remains. e who hath
much wants ftill more, and then more.
The lefs a man fleeps the more he lives.
He can never [peak well who knows not
when to hold his peace. The trueft con-
tent is that which no man can deprive you
of. The remembrance of wife and good
men inftruéts as well as their prefence.
*Tis wifdom, in a doubtful cafe, rather
to take another man’s judgment than
our own. Wealth betrays the beft re-
folved mind into one vice ar other. We
are ufvally the bet men when we are
worft in health, Learning is wealth to the
poor, an honour to the rich, and a fupport
and comfort to old age. Learning pro-
cures refpe& to good fortune, and helps
out the bad. The mafter makes the houfe
to be refpe@ed, not the houfe the mafter,
The fhort and fure way to reputation, is
to take care to be in truth what we would
have others think us to be. A good re-

utation is a fecond, or half an eftate,
ric is the better man who comes neareft
to the beft, A wrong judgment of things
is the moft mifchievous thing in the world.
The neglet or contempt o% riches makes
a man more truly %reat than the poffeffion
of them. That only is trae honour which
he gives who deferves it himfelf. Beauty
and chaftity have always a mortal quarrel
between them. Look always opon life,
and ufe it as a thing that is lent you.
Civil offers are for all men, and good
offices for our friends. Nothing in the
world is ftronger than a man but his own

aflions. When a man comes into trou-

les, money is one of his beft friends.
He only is the great learned man who
knows enough to make him live well.
An empty purfe and a new houfe finithed
maké a man wife, but ’tis fomewhat too

late.

§ 1¢4. The Way to Wealth, as clearly foewn
in the Preface ;'f an old Pennfylvanian
Almanack, intitled, * Poor Richard im-
« proved.” Written by Dr. Berjamin
Franklin.

Courteous Reader,

T have heard, that nothiﬂzu
thor fo great pleafure, as to his works,
rcfpc&l%lly quoted by others. Judge,
then, how much I muft have been gra-

ves an au-
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tified by an incident I am going to relate te
you. I flopped my horfe, lately, where a
great number of people were colle@ed at
an auction of merchants goods. The hour
of the fale not being come, they were con-
verfing on the badnefs of the times; and
one of the company called to a plain,
clean old man, with white locks, ¢ Pray,
father Abraham, what think you of the
times > Will not thofe heavy taxes quite
ruin the country ? how ﬂnﬁ we be ever
able to pay them ? What would you advife
us t0 7’ Father Abraham flood up,and
replied, « If you would have my advice,
will give it you in fhort; « for a word to
the wife is enough,” as poor Richard fays,’
They joined in defiring him to fpeak his
mind, and gathering round him, he pro-
ceeded as follows *:

¢ Friends,’ fays he, « the taxesare, indeed,
very heavy ; and, if thofe laid on by the
government were the only ones we had o

y» we might more eafily difcharge them;

ot we have many others, and much more
grievous to fome of us. We are taxed
twice as much by our idlenefs, three times
as much by our pride, and four times as
much by our folly; and from thefe taxes
the commiffioners cannot eafe or deliver
us by allowing an abatement. However,
let us hearken to good advice, and fome-
thing may be done for us; « God helps
them that help themfelves,’” as Poor Rich-
ard fays.

I. « It would be thought a hard govern-
ment that fhould tax its people one-tenth
part of their time to be employed in its
fervice : but idlenefs taxes many of us much
more; floth, by bringing on difeafes, ab-
folutely fhortens life. ¢ Sloth, like ruf,,
confumes fafter than labour wears, while
the ufed key is always bright,”” as Poor
Richard fays.==* But doft thou love life,
then do not (quander time, for that is the
ftuff life is made of,” as Poor Richard fays.
~=f{ow much more than is neceffary do we

#* Dr, Pranklin, withing to colleét into coe
piece all the fayings upon the following fubjeds,
which he had dropped in the courfe of publifhiog
the Almanacks cafled Poor Richard, introducet
father Abraham for this purpofe. Henceiti,
that Poor Richard is fo often quoted, and that, in
the prefent title, he is faid to be improved.—Not-
withftanding the ftroke of humour in the coaclud-
ing paragraph of this addrefs, Poor Richard (Saun-
ders) and father Abraham have proved, in Ames
rica, that they are no common preachers.—And
thall we, brother Englithmen, refufe good fenfe
and faving knowledze, becaufe it comes fom the
other fide of the water 2
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fpendin fleep! forgetting that* The fleep-
ing fox catches no poultry, and that there
will be fleeping enough in the grave,’” as
Poor Richard Fays.

« If time be of all thing$ the moft pre-
cious, wafting time muft be,’” as Poor Rich-
ard fays, * the greateft prodigality;”’ fince,
as he elfewhere tells us, « Loft time is ne-
ver found again; and what we call time
enough always proves little enough.”” Let
us then up and be doing, and doing to the
pu?ofe: fo by diligence fhall we do more
with lefs perplexity. ¢ Sloth makes all
things difficult, but induftry all eafy; and
he that rifeth late, muft trot all day, and
fhall fcarce overtake his bufinefs at night;
while lazinefs travels fo flowly, that po-
verty foon overtakes him. Drive thy Eo-
finefs, let not that drive thee; and early
to bed, and early to rife, makes a man
healthy, wealthy, and wife,”” as Poor Rich-
ard fays.

¢ So what fignifies withing and hopin
for better times? We may make thefe
times better, if we beftir ourfelves. « In-
dultry need not wifh, and he that lives up-
on hope will die falting. There are no

ains without pains; then help hands, for

have no lands,” or, if [ have, they are
fmartly taxed. “He that hath a trade,
hath an eftate; and he that hath 2 calling,
hath an office of profit and honour,” as
Poor Richard fays; but then the trade
muft be worked at, and the calling well
followed, or neither the eftate nor the office
will enable us to pay our taxes.—If we are
induftrious we fhall never ftarve ; for, * at
the working man’s houfe hunger looks in,
but dares not enter.”” Nor will the bailiff
or the conftable enter, for  induftry pays
debts, while defpair encreafeth them.”
What though you have found no treafure,
nor has any rich relation left you a legacy,
« Diligence is the mother of ood?ncz,
and God gives all things to induftry. Then
B::.Iw deep, while fluggards fleep, and you
I have corn to fell and to keep.”” Work
while it is called to-day, for you know not
how much you may be hindered to-morrow.
* One to-day is worth two to-morrows,’” as
Poor Richard fays; and farther, « Never
Jeave that till to-morrow, which you can do
to-day.""—If you were a fervant, would
you not be a!{amed that a good mafter
fhould catch you idle ? Are you then your
own mafter? be afhamed to catch yourfelf
idle, when there is fo much to be done for
yourfelf, your family, your country, and
your king. Handle your tools without mit-
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tens : remember, that « The cat in gloves
catches no mice,’” as Poor Richard fays, It
is true, there is much to be done, and, per-
haps, you are weak-handed ; but ftick to it
fteadily, and you will fee great effe@s; for
« Conftant dropping wears away flones :
and by diligence and patience the moufe
ate in two the cable ; and liule firgkes fell
great oaks.” )

¢ Methinks I hear fome of you fay,
“ Mult a man afford himfelf no leifure #*?
I will tell thee, my friend, what Poor Rich-
ard fays ; “ Employ thy time well, if thou
meanelt to gain leilure; and, fince thou art
not fure of a minute, throw not away an
hour.”” Leifure is time for doing fome-
thing ufeful ; this leifure the diligent man
will obtain, but the lazy man naver; for,
« A life of leifure and a life of lazinefs are
two things. Many, without labour, would
live by their wits only, but they break for
want of ftock;"” whereas induftry gives
comfort, and plenty, and refpe&. <« Fly

leafures, and they will follow you. The

iligent {pinner has a large fhift; and now
I have a theep and a cow, every body bids
me good-morrow.”’

I1. ¢ Butwith our induftry we muft like-
wife be fteady, fettled, and careful, and
overfee our own affairs with our own eyes,
and not truft too much to others; for, as
Poor Richard fays,

¢ 1 never faw an oft-removed tree,
Nor yet an oft-removed family,
That throve fo well as thofe that fettled be.”

¢ And again, “ Three removes is as bad as
a fire:”” and again, “ Keep thy fhop, and
thy thop will keep thee;”” and again, « If
you would have your bufinefs done, go; if
not, fend.”” And again,

¢ He that by the plough would thrive,
Himfelf muft either hold or drive.”

¢ And again, * The eye of the mafter will
do more work than both his hands:”* and
again, *“ Want of care does us more da-
m;‘ge than want of knowlcdgc :"” and again, -
¢ Not to overfee workmen, 1s to leave them
your purfe open.” Trufting too much to
others care is the ruin of many; for, « In
the affairs of this world, men are faved, not
by faith, but by the want of it:” but a
man’s own care is profitable ; for, « If you
would have a faithful fervant, and one that
you iike,—ferve yourfelf. A little neglet
may breed great mifchief; for want of a
nail the fhoe was loft; for want of a thoe
the horfe was loft; arfl for want of a horfe
the
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the rider was loft,”” being overtaken and
flain by the enemy; all for wantof a little
care about a horfe-fhoe nail.

II1. ¢So much for induftry, my friends,
and attention to one’s own bufinefs ; but to
thefe we muft add frugality, if we would
make our induftry more certainly foccefl-
ful. A man may, if he knows not how to
fave as he gets, “« keep his nofe all his life
to the grindftone, and die not worth a groat
atcl'aﬂ. A fat kitchen makes a lean will ;**
and,

€ Many eftates are fpent in the getting,
Since women for tea forfook {pinning and
Knitting,
And men for punch forfook hewing and fplit-
ting."”

# Ifyou would be wealthy, think of faving,
as well as of getting. The Indies have not
made Spain rich, becaufe her out-goes are
greater than her in-comes.”

¢ Away, then, with {our expenfive fol-
lies, and you will not then have fo much
caufe to complain of hard times, heavy tax-
es, and chargeable families; for

¢ Women and wine, game and deceit,
Make the wealth fmall, and the want great.”

And farther, “ What maintains one vice,
wauld bring up two children.”” You may
think, perhaps, that a little tea, or a little

unch now and then, diet a little more coft-
gv, cloaths a little finer, and a little enter-
tainment now and then, can be no great
matter; but remember, “ Many a little
makes a mickle.,”” Beware of little ex-
pences; « A {mall leak will fink a great
thip,” as Poor Richard fays; and again,
« Who dainties love, fhall beggars prove ;”’
and moreover, “ Fools make feafts, and
wife men eat them.” Here you are all
got together to this fale of fineries and
nick-nacks. You call them goods; but,
if you do not take care, they will prove
evils to fome .of you.” You expet they
~will be fold cheap, and, perhaps, they may
for lefs than they coft; but, if you have
no occafion for them, they mutt be dear to
you. Remember what Poor Richard fays,
« Buy what thou haft no need of, and ere
long thou fhalt fell thy neceffaries.” And
agamn, “ At a great pennyworth paufe a
while :’* he means, that perhaps the cheap-
nefs is apparent only, and not real; or the
bargain, by ftraitening thee in thy bufinefs,
may do thee more harm than good. For
in another place he fays, “ Many have been
ruined by buying good pennyworths.”
Again, « It is foolifh to lay out moncy in
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a rurchafe of repentance ;" and yet this
folly is pratifed every day at auétions, for

want of minding the Almanack. Manya

one, for the fake of finery on the back, have

gone with a hungry belly, and half flarved

their families; * Silks and fattins, fearlet

and velvets, put out the kitchen-fire,” as

Poor Richartr fays. Thefe are not the ne-

ceflaries of life ; they can fcarcely be called

the conveniences: and yet on{y becaofe

they look pretty, how many want to have

them ?—By thefe, and other extravagan-

cies, the genteel are reduced ro poveny,

and forced to borrow of thofe whom they

formerly defpifed, but who, through in.

duftry and frugality, have maintained their

ftanding ; in which cafe it appears plainly,
that « A ploughman on his legs is higher
than a gendeman on his knees,”” as Poor
Richard fays. Perhaps they have had 2
{mall eftate left them, which they knew not
the getting of; they think ¢ It is day, ad
will never be night:*’ that a litde tobe
{pent out of fo much is not worth minding;
but « Always taking out of the mnl-ti
and never putting in, foon comes to the
bottom,”” as Poor%lichard fays ; and then,
« When the well is dry, they know the
worth of water.”” But this they might
have known before, if they had taken his
advice. “If you would know the value of
money, go and try to borrow fome; for be
that goes a borrowing, goes a forrowing,”
as Poor Richard fays; and, indeed, fo

he that lends to fuch people, when he goes
to get it in again. Poor Dick farther advi-
fes, and fays,

¢ Fond pride of drefs is fure a very curfe,
Ere fancy you confult, confult your purfe.”

And again, “Pride is as loud 2 beggar 25
Want,ig\::!na great deal more faucy.” ﬁa

ou have bought one fine thing, you mak
ﬁuy ten more, that your appearance may
be all of a piece; but Poor &ckfays.“ It
is eafier to fupprefs the firft defire, tha
to fatisfy all that follow it,”* And itisas
truly folly for the poor to ape the rich, %
for the frog to fwell, in order to equl
the ox.

& Veffels large may venture more,
But little boats fhould keep near fhore.™

It is, however, a folly foon punithed; for,
as Poor Richard fays, « Pride that dines
on vavity, fupson contempt ;= Pride break-
fafted with Plenty, dined with Povery,
and fupped with Infimy.”” And, afier
all, of what ufe is this pride of appearacce,

for which fo much is rifked, fo much i
futfered!
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fuffered ? Tt cannot promote health, nor
eafe pain; it makes no increafe of merit
in the perfon, it creates envy, it haftens
misfortune.

+ But what madnefs it muft be to run in
debt for thefe fuperfluities ? We are offer-
ed, by the terms of this fale, fix months
credit; and that, perhaps, has induced
fome of us to men(r:t, becaufe we cannot
fpare the ready money, and hope now to
be fine without it. But, ah! think what
you do when you run in debt; you give to
another power over your liberty. 1f you
cannot pay at the time, you will be atham-
¢d to fee your creditor ; you will be in fear
when you fpeak to him; you will make
poor pitiful fneaking excufes, and, by de-

rees, come to lofe your veracity, and fink
wto bafe, downright lying ; for, «“ The fe-
cond vice is lying, the firft is running in
debt,”’ as Poor Richard fays; and again,
to the fame purpofe, “ Lying rides upon

" Debt’s back :*’ whereas a free-born Eng-
lilhman ought not to be athamed nor afraid
to fee oﬁpeak to any man living. But
poverty often deprives a man of all fpirit
and virtue. * Itis hard for an empty b:E
to ftand upright.”’—What would you thi
of that prince, or of that government, who
fhoulc iffue an ediét forbidding you to drefs
like a gentleman or gentlewoman, on pain
of imprifonment or fervitude ? Would you
not fay that you were free, have a right to
drefs as you pleafe, and that fuch an edi&
would be a breach of your privileges, and
fuch a government tyrannical? and yet
you are about to put yourfelf ander that
tyranny, when you run in debt for fuch
efs ! Your creditor bas authority, at his
leafure, to deprive you of your liberty,
Ey confining you in gaol for hife, or by fel-
ling you for a fervant, if you fhould not be
able to pay him. When you have got your
bargain, you may, perhaps, think little of
payment ; but, as Poor Richard fays, « Cre-
ditors have better memories than debtors ;
creditors are a fuperftitious fe&, great ob-
fervers of fet days and times.” The day
comes round before you are aware, and the
demand is made before you are prepared
to fatisfy it; or, if you bear your debt in
mind, the term, which at firft {eemed fo
long, will, as it leflens, appear extremely
fhort: Time will feem to have added
wings to his heels as well as his fhoulders.
«« Thofe have a fhort Lent, who owa mo-
mecy to be paid at Eafter.”” At prefent,
perhaps, you may think yourfelves in
shriving arcumftances, and that you <an
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Il:;ear a little extravagance without injury;
ut

“ For age and want fave while you mmy,
No morning-fun lafts a whole day.”

¢ Gain may be temporary and umcer-
tain ; but ever, while you live, expence is
conftant and certain; and * It is eafier to
build two chimneys, than to keep one in
fuel,” as Poor Richard fays: So, « Rather
go to bed fupperlefs, than rife in debt.

Get what you can, and what you get hold,
*Tis the ftone that will tura all your lead into
gold.”

And when you have the philofo-
pher’s Rtone, fure you wi&c:o longer com-
plain of bad times, or the difhculty of
paying taxes.

1V. « This doétrine, my friends, is rea-
fon and wifdom : bur, after all, do not de-
pend too much upon your own indutry,
and fru‘i:“ity, and Lﬁmdcnce, though ex-
cellent things ; for they may all be blafted
without the bleffing of Heaven ; and there-
fore, afk that blefling humbly, and be not '
uncharitable to thofe that at prefent feem
to want it, but comfort -.wclp help them,
Remember, Job fuffered, anfl was after-
wards profperous.

¢ And now to conclude, “ Experience
keeps a dear fchool, but fools will learn in
no other,'’ as Poor Richard fays, and fcarce
in that; for itis true, *“ We may give ad-
vice, but we cannot give conduét.” How-
ever, remember this, « They that will not
be counfelled cannot be helped;” and far-
ther, that « If you will not hear Reafon,
fhe will furely rap your kanuckles,’” as Poor
Richard fays.’

Thas the old gentleman ended his ha-
'rangue. ‘The people heard it, and ap-
proved the dotrine, and immediately
Era&ifed the contrary, juft as if it had

een a common fermon; for the auftion
opened, and they began to buy extrava-~
gaatly,—I found the good man had tho-
roughly fludied my Almanacks, and di-
ﬁtﬁcd all I had dropt on thofe topics

uring the courfe of twenty-five years.
The frequent mention he made of me
muit have tired any one elfe ; but my va-
pity was wonderfully delighted with it,
though I was confcious that not a tenth
part of the wifdom was my own, which he
afcribed to me; but racher the gleanings
that I had made of the fenfe of all ages
and nauons. However, | refolved to be
the better for the echo of it; and though

i had
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I bad at firft determined to boy fluff for 2

mew cozt, [ went away, refcived to wear
my old one 2 lile longer. Reader, if
thou wilt do the fame, thy profic will be
as great as mine.—I am, as ever, thine to0
ferve thee. RicueArD Sauxpers.

§155. In Praife of Virtue.

Virtue is of intrinfic valee and good
defert, and of indifpenfable obligation;
not the creature of wall, but necefiary and
immoutable : not local or temperary, but
of equal extent and antiquity with the di-
vinel;l}i;;d; ml;l a moge ofdfcm'atiOn. bat
cver truth ; not dependent on power,
but the gﬁide of al p:rl‘l Virtoepﬁ“;hc
foundation of honour and efleem, and the
fource of all beauty, order, and happi-
nefs, in natore. It is what confers value
on all the other endowments and qualities
of a reafonable being, to which they ought
80 be abfolutely fubfervient, and without
which the more eminent they are, the more
hideous deformities and the greater curfes
they become. The ufe of it is not con-
fined to any one flage of our exiftence, or
80 any particular fituation we can be in,
but reaches through all the periods and
circumflances of our beings. Many of
the endowments and talents we now poffefs,
and of which we are t0o0 apt to be proud,
will ceale entirely with the prefent ftate;
but this will be our omament and dignity
in every future ftate to which we may be
semoved. Beauty and wit will die, learn-
ing will vanith away, and all the arts of
E‘E be foon forgot; bat virtue will remain
for ever. This unites us to the whole ra-
tional creation, and fits us for converfin
with any order of fuperior natures, an
for a pﬁu in any part of Ged’s works.
It procures us the approbation and love of
all wife and good beings, and renders them
our allies and friends.—But what is of un-
fpeakably greater confequence is, that it
makes God our friend, aflimilates and
wnites our minds to his, and engages his
almighty power in our defence. Superior
beings of all ranks are bound by it no lefs
than ourfelves. It has the fame authority
in all worlds that it has in this. The farther
any being is advanced in excellence and per-
fetion, the greater is his attachment to it,
and the more he is under its influence. To
fay no more, "tis the law of the whole uni-
werfe; it ftands firlt in the eftimation of the
Deity; its original is his nature; and it is
the very objett that makes him lovely.

Such is the importance of virtue.—Of
what confequence, therefore, is it that we
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pradife it '—There is %0 argument or
motive, which is at afl fireed 1o meence 3
realonable mind, which does not call ws
this. Onae virtoous difpofiten of foul i
preferable o the e2 nataral accom-

ithments and abelities, and of more va-
ge than all the treafures of the world, If
you are wile, then, fludy virtue, and con.
tema every thing that can come im com-
petition with it. Remember, that notkng
elle deferves one anxicus thoaght or wilh,
Remember, that this alone is honoer, glery,
wealth, and happinefs. Secure this, aad
you fecare every thing ; lofe this, and all
is loft. Prias.
§ 156. On Cruelty to infericr Aumsls,

Mar is that link of the chain of oaiver.
fal exiftence, by which fptritsal and cor-
poreal beings are united : as the nombers
and variety of the latter his inferiors are
almoil infinite, fo probably are thofe of the
former his fuperiors; and as we fee that
the lives and E:pincfs of thole below us
are dependant on oor wills, we may rea-
fonably conclode, that our lives and hap-
pinefs are equally dependant on the wills
of thofe above us; accountable, like car.
felves, for the afe of this power, to the So-
preme Creator and Governor of all things.
Should this analogy be well founded, bow
criminal will our account appear, when l2id
before that juft and imparual Judge ! How
will man, that fanguinary tyrant, be able
to excufe himfelf from the charge of thofe
innumerable cruelties infli@ed on his wo-
offending fubjefts committed to his are,
formed for his benefit, and placed under bis
authority by their common Father } whole
mercy is over all his works, and who ex-
pects that his authority fhould be exerafed
not only with tendernefs and mercy, bat
in conformity to the laws of juftice and
gratitude,

But to what horrid deviations from thele
benevolent intentions are we daily wit-
neflfes ! no fmall part of mankind derive
their chief amufements from the deaths
and fufferings of inferior animals;a much
greater, confider them only as engines of
wood, or iron, ufeful in their feveral occu-
pations. The carman drives his berfe,
and the carpenter his nail, by repeated
blows; and fo long as thefe produce the
defired effe, and they both go, they na-
ther refle& or care whether either of them
have any fenfe of feeling. The batcher
knocks down the ftately ox, with no more
compaffion than the blackfmith hammers
a horfefhoe; and plunges his knife l::



